
Ms. Jimenez’ Summer Reading List

Going from fourth to fifth grades

All students must read two books over the summer. They must submit a book report on 
this book. They must choose another book to read from the list below. They will need to 
give a presentation on their second book the first week of class. The presentation must 
include a slide show of at least five slides: Introducing the book or title slide, the 
characters including something interesting about each main character, the dilemma or 
conflict that makes the story interesting, how the conflict was resolved, and how the 
story ended.

1. Wonder
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from 
going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more 
than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 
extraordinary face. Beginning from Auggie’s point of view and expanding to include his 
classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others, the perspectives converge to form a portrait 
of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. In a world where 
bullying among young people is an epidemic, this is a refreshing new narrative full of heart 
and hope.

2. Bridge to Terabithia
Jess Aarons has been practicing all summer so he can be the fastest runner in the fifth 
grade. And he almost is, until the new girl in school, Leslie Burke, outpaces him. The two 
become fast friends and spend most days in the woods behind Leslie’s house, where they 
invent an enchanted land called Terabithia. One morning, Leslie goes to Terabithia without 
Jess and a tragedy occurs. It will take the love of his family and the strength that Leslie has 
given him for Jess to be able to deal with his grief.

3. The Liar’s Society (Newbery)
Weatherby is a fish out of water. When she lands a scholarship to the prestigious Boston 
School, she’s excited to be in the same world as her dad, whom she’s never met, and make 
real friends. But Weatherby has a secret she’ll risk everything to protect, one that could 
destroy her new life.

4. Number the Stars (Newbery)
Ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen often think of life before 
the war. It's now 1943, and their life in Copenhagen is filled with school, food shortages, and 
the Nazi soldiers marching through town. When the Jews of Denmark are "relocated", Ellen 
moves in with the Johansens and pretends to be one of the family. Soon Annemarie is asked 
to go on a dangerous mission to save Ellen's life.



6. Out of the Dust (Newbery)Billie Jo has a great deal to forgive: Her father for causing the 
accident that killed her mother; her mother for leaving when Billie Jo needed her most; and 
herself for being the cause of her own sorrow. Daddy's too wrung out to help her, and 
there's no one else to care. So at 14, Billie Jo must heal herself - even if it means tearing 
up her roots and leaving behind everything she's ever known. Merci Suarez Changes 
Gears (Newbery)

7. The Giver (Newbery)
The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of the most influential 
novels of our time. The haunting story centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a 
seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is given 
his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he begin to understand the dark, 
complex secrets behind his fragile community. 

8. Dead End in Novelt (Newbery)
Melding the entirely true and the wildly fictional, Dead End in Norvelt is a novel about 
an incredible two months for a kid named Jack Gantos, whose plans for vacation 
excitement are shot down when he is "grounded for life" by his feuding parents, and 
whose nose spews bad blood at every little shock he gets. But plenty of excitement 
(and shocks) are coming Jack's way once his mom loans him out to help a fiesty old 
neighbor with a most unusual chore—typewriting obituaries filled with stories about the 
people who founded his utopian town. As one obituary leads to another, Jack is 
launched on a strange adventure involving molten wax, Eleanor Roosevelt, twisted 
promises, a homemade airplane, Girl Scout cookies, a man on a trike, a dancing 
plague, voices from the past, Hells Angels . . . and possibly murder.

5.    Merci Suarez Changes Gears (Newbery)
       Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no idea just how  
       different. For starters, Merci has never been like the other kids at her private school in 
       Florida, because she and her older brother, Roli, are scholarship students. They don’t 
       have a big house or a fancy boat, and they have to do extra community service to 
       make up for their free tuition. So when bossy Edna Santos sets her sights on the new 
       boy who happens to be Merci’s school-assigned Sunshine Buddy, Merci becomes the 
       target of Edna’s jealousy. Things aren't going well at home, either: Merci’s grandfather 
       and most trusted ally, Lolo, has been acting strangely lately - forgetting important 
       things, falling from his bike, and getting angry over nothing. No one in her family will 
       tell Merci what's going on, so she’s left to her own worries, while also feeling all on her 
       own at school. In a coming-of-age tale full of humor and wisdom, award-winning 
       author Meg Medina gets to the heart of the confusion and constant change that 
       defines middle school - and the steadfast connection that defines family. 




